MAY 2022
Pastor’s Message

(Journaling Thankfulness)
Give thanks in all circumstances; for this is the will of God in Christ Jesus for you.
I Thess. 5:18
We spent the Lenten Season assessing how we live out our faith. We concentrated on trying to do
at least one Act of Kindness each day. I was reminded that this isn’t easy to do. It is something
that we must keep in the forefront of our minds as we walk through each day. But, as difficult as
that was to do some days I found it to be an excellent exercise in seeking to be a better follower of
Jesus Christ. Even on days when I felt I failed to be as kind as I should have been I was reminded
of what it means to truly love my neighbor.
Along with learning to be a better, more loving neighbor; during the Lenten Season I was getting a
nudge regarding gratitude. When I say a nudge, the word gratitude was continually coming into
my mind. My mind would begin thinking about how we as a church could work at recognizing the
blessings that abound around us each and every day. I even woke up several times on different
nights thinking about this. These nudges kept putting into my head the understanding that
recognition of all for which we should be grateful is an important lesson that all of us as followers
of Jesus Christ need to learn. I know that I am guilty, at times, of only picking up on the difficult
things, the things that make my life more complicated. I find myself complaining instead of
dwelling on the many blessings in my life. God never tells us that if we walk with God our lives
will be easy only that we will never walk alone.
Isaiah 43:1b-3a –
Do not fear, for I have redeemed you; I have summoned you by name; you are mine. When you pass
through the waters, I will be with you; and when you pass through the rivers they will not sweep
over you. When you walk through the fire, you will not be burned; the flames will not set you ablaze.
For I am the Lord your God, the Holy One of Israel, your Savior; ….
When I think about something once or even twice in a short period of time it doesn’t necessarily
make a big impression on me. I may have gotten the idea off the television or in something I saw
in print or heard someone else say. Over the years I have learned that when I continually think
about something, when it begins to invade my sleep and pop up at all different times that this is
typically a nudge from God. When I get that type of nudge I know it is important even though it
isn’t always easy to put into words. So after receiving this nudge regarding gratitude, I had
decided that we would concentrate on gratitude for the month of May. I have been thinking about
how we can make this an important topic of all our thoughts and conversations this month. I could
see how this topic is important and how we could all use a nudge toward being more thankful for
all things big and small in our lives. In the midst of my thinking and planning I never imagined
that the point would be driven home so completely.
( Continued on page 2)

Immediately after celebrating Easter with all of you Frank and I left town headed for Atlanta,
Georgia. I had been asked by the Florida Annual Conference to do a certification course that was
being offered there. On I-275 another driver lost control of their car and crashed into us. There were
three cars and 8 people involved in this crash. No one was injured. This crash lead to 2 hours of
standing in the hot sun along the side of the highway, our car being towed, us having to completely
empty our car and then get to a Rental agency and getting another vehicle. We, once again, left for
Atlanta not knowing whether the insurance agency would end up totaling our car or not. We still
don’t know. We started a long trip exhausted, stressed and with a list of questions that would not be
answered any time soon. Anyone who has been in an accident like this knows the complications that
they cause. Frank and I were frustrated, we had moments of anger but as we talked about this
situation we were both amazed at just how well we handled it. We were thankful everyone was okay
and we found the joy of each moment we shared as we traveled both to and from Atlanta. I thought a
lot about how much we had to be grateful for even in the midst of this mess.
This world can really be difficult these days. We are all looking at high prices at the pump, in the
grocery store and more. There are many who are dealing with illness. There is a war going on in
Ukraine and the possibilities from that war are frightening. People seem to be angrier, there is a lot
more stress and frustration. There is a lot of negative that we can dwell on if we want. But this is not
what God wants for us. God wants us to be thankful, to find joy and to share love and kindness with
one another. To do this well we must practice gratitude. It is what is expected from us as Christians,
it makes us more fun to be around and it has been proven to make us healthier both physically and
mentally. So, what do you say? Let’s practice gratitude together.
Get a journal or just a pad of paper; write down each day at least one thing for which you are thankful.
Join me on our Wesley Facebook page every Wednesday, I will be asking you to share something you
are grateful for. When you meet together in a bible study or a small group share something you are
grateful for. Share with your family and your friends. We will have other opportunities during the
month of May to be reminded of our blessings. The more we think about gratitude, the more we share
and write down what we are grateful for the more we will begin to focus our lives on all the blessings
that have been granted to us instead of the problems that surround us. When we become people filled
with gratitude we will begin to be closer to the persons God has created us to be.
Grateful to be your Pastor,

Rev. Daphne
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MAY 2022 Scriptures
Sunday, May 1, 2022 (Communion)
Why Worship?s
Revelation 5:11-14 (Lectionary)

Sunday, May 8, 2022
Who’s Tending the Farm?
Ruth 1:1, 4-6, 11-17 (not lectionary)
Mother’s Day
Festival of the Christian Home

Sunday, May 15, 2022
Moving Beyond the Normal
Acts 16:11-15, 40 (not lectionary)

Sunday, May 22, 2022

(Heritage Sunday)

Love and Obedience
John 14:23-29 (Lectionary)

Sunday, May 29, 2022
Gazing Upward (Ascension Sunday)
Acts 1:6-14
(not Lectionary but it is on the Ascension)
Page 3

Wesley —In-Person and Online
wesleymarco.org/watch
Sunday – 9:45 am Music in Sanctuary before Worship Service
9:45 am Virtual Worship Service (Website or Facebook)
10:00 am In-person Worship (Sanctuary)
(Before/After Service) Coffee Fellowship Time (Gathering Place)
11:00 am Adult Formation/Sunday School (In-person and Zoom)

Monday -

9:00 am Rebecca’s Balance Boosters Fitness (Gathering Place)

Tuesday – 9:00 am Tuesday Community Study of Proverbs (Office)
9:00 am-1:00 pm MMO (Mother’s Morning Out) (Fellowship Hall)
4:30 pm Weight Watchers (Fellowship Hall)
Wednesday -9:00 am-1:00 pm MMO (Mother’s Morning Out) (Fellowship Hall)
9:00 am Rebecca’s Balance Boosters Fitness (Gathering Place)
2:30 pm Worship Team (Sanctuary)
4:00 pm Music Rehearsal (Sanctuary)
5:00 pm May 4 and 18 THE Table
(In-Person in Fellowship Hall or online )
Thursday-

9:00 am-1:00 pm MMO (Mother’s Morning Out) (Fellowship Hall)
10:00 am UMW Bible Study (call for location)

Friday-

9:00 am Rebecca’s Balance Boosters Fitness (Gathering Place)

.

OTHER ONGOING MEETINGS: Church Committees and Business meetings
Small Groups
ZOOM meetings – Specific for each meeting.
Call church office for information 239-394-3734.
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JOIN WESLEY UMC MEMBERSHIP
We welcome all persons who wish to join as a member of Wesley United Methodist Church. We will
hold a new member Sunday in just a few weeks. If you are interested in joining or have any questions
about membership please reach out to me. I would love to speak with you. Below you will find some
information that might be helpful.

What is a member? A member professes their faith in God, Father and Holy Spirit and publicly
makes known their desire to live your life as a disciple of Jesus Christ. And as a member you covenant
with others and with God to live in this way and to help one another as we strive to be better disciples.
Can’t I participate without being a member? Yes, anyone can participate in the worship,
missions and ministries of the church without being a member. But, when we join a church we make
a commitment to that church to work together to make its missions and ministries stronger so that
God’s work is done within our community. Also “a member is bound in sacred covenant to shoulder the
burdens, share the risks, and celebrate the joys of fellow members.”
Are there different types of membership? I am only here part of the year.
There are three types of membership.

Full Membership – This is for someone who joins with Wesley UMC and only wishes to be a member of this church. This is the most common form of membership and is definitely the membership
for one who lives here year around would have. As a full member you would have the opportunity
to hold office and to vote on church decisions such as at Church Conference.
Affiliate Membership – This is for someone who is not here all the time but resides here for an extended period and would like to have a membership in our church and holds membership in another
United Methodist Church or any affiliated autonomous Methodist or united church or of a Methodist
church that has a concordat agreement with the United Methodist Church. The persons’ home
church and pastor would be notified of the affiliate membership. This membership would entitle the
person to participate in all ministries and to also hold office in the local church. This person is only counted in the membership numbers of the home church.

Associate Membership – This person is in an identical situation as the Affiliate member but
they hold their other membership in a church of another denomination. The difference is that an
Associate member cannot become a voting member of the church.
If you are interested in becoming a member of Wesley United Methodist Church please let me know.
I would love to talk with you about joining.

Blessings,
Rev. Daphne
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We are so appreciative of everyone who helped with the Lenten services. Thank you to
our Wesley UMC Worship Team for all the work you put into each element of our
worship services. Thank you to our Wesley UMC AV Team for all of your work on the
sound, the recorded music and coming up with all of the needed slides for each service.
A great big thank you to all our Volunteers; it takes many to put together a welcoming
worship service. We had greeters, communion stewards, folks who put out the snacks,
coffee and water, those who cut and pulled together Palm branches, and those who
made sure the cross was ready for Palm Sunday and Easter and that there were
flowers to cover it. Finally, thank you to the Volunteers who came together to share
their talents in a choral group for Palm Sunday and Easter. We will be inviting you to
help us out in this way again during our Special Sundays in the coming seasons.

We celebrated our blue zone designation at Wesley!
Wesley UMC joins St. Mark's Episcopal Church Marco Island
as Marco Island’s second faith-based blue zone site.
We are happy to join the effort Blue Zones Project - Southwest Florida.
Watch for more activities to keep us active!
Wesley’s Church Family is having a group hike!!!

Join us!
Sunday, May 1st
3PM
Led by Becky Boyd,
Wesley’s Family
Ministries Coordinator
and Florida Master
Naturalist
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Mother’s Morning Out
MAY 2022
May Theme: God Made Amazing Animals
Let everything that has breath praise the Lord!
Psalm 150:6

Dear Wesley Friends,
Spring is such an amazing time of year and around every corner we can find something to celebrate.
If you know anything about M.M.O., you know we love celebrations!
Since May's theme is about God's amazing animals, we will be learning about them and the blessings
they bring us.
To honor our special friends, on Thursday, May 19, we will be holding our annual
Teddy Bear & Friends Parade down Barfield Drive in front of the church.

You are always invited!
Claire Orgass
Mother's Morning Out, Director
(239)330-6374
mmo@wesleymarco.org
"The future belongs to those who believe
in the beauty of their dreams."
--Eleanor Roosevelt
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ABLE GROUPS

Able Groups Soft Launch.
Able Groups will be meeting regularly starting in Fall 2022.

Shredding Party was held on
April 21.
Wesley plans to hold another
one in the fall.
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Stewardship
Service
“Give your hands to serve, and your hearts to love.” (Mother Teresa)
Why I Serve…
My father owned two shoe stores in the small town where we lived, and I worked for him during my teenage years. He
taught me the importance of “serving the customer” - to smile and be courteous, to never sell someone shoes that don’t
fit properly, and to always make sure children had “room to grow” in their new shoes. After college, I landed a great job
in Miami at a small pension and insurance technology firm. For 20+ years, I worked for that customer-centric firm and
watched it grow into a large successful company. How lucky was I to find a firm where the owner held the same
customer service values that had been engrained in me! My new boss believed in treating customers fairly and with
respect. He taught me never to sell a customer a system that wasn’t right for their needs. In fact, he once told me that
my years of selling shoes were probably more valuable to him than my math degree! During this busy time in my life,
although I wasn’t actively serving in a church, I served customers, mentored employees, taught customer service classes,
volunteered in various organizations, supported charities, and I always tried to help friends in need. I did each of those
things because I believed it was the right thing to do. I “Loved God” and I “Loved People” (most of them, anyway!), and,
therefore, I served.
Eventually, the company I worked for was sold, the owner retired, I left the firm and started my own consulting firm.
My husband Ken retired, and we moved to Marco Island. As empty nesters with more control over our time, it was
important to us to connect with a church community and get involved. Friends invited us to attend Wesley UMC, and we
never left! I believe my life and work experiences enhanced my spiritual gifts. In many ways, in addition to having more
time to serve, I was better prepared to serve. I currently use my math skills to reconcile the church’s bank statements to
the church’s accounting systems – a mundane but necessary function. I use my organizational skills to help coordinate
ushers, greeters and communion service, and in the past, I helped coordinate meals, showers, and travel arrangements
when disaster crews stayed at Wesley after the hurricane. I have chaired and served on committees and task forces
where my time and talents were needed, and I currently serve on the Worship Committee and the Leadership Council.
I have helped with some very exciting Wesley outreach programs – Camp Able, Strawberry Festival, the Table, and some
that are on the drawing board. Outside of church, after walking beside my mother and my sister during their journeys
with Alzheimer’s, God prepared me and then nudged me to volunteer at a nearby memory care facility, to assist with an
Alzheimer’s support group, and to seek out ways to help others on Alzheimer’s journeys.
So why do I serve today? As I have grown in faith together with my Wesley family, I understand more clearly now that
serving is still the right thing to do because it is what God wants us to do. Serving is living out that part of Wesley’s Mission statement – “Walk together in the Way of Jesus.” We are the hands and feet of Jesus every day – in the church, the
community, and the world. I no longer think of serving as something I do, but as an attitude and a way of life. I want to
use my spiritual gifts, resources, and life experiences in ways that honor God. I serve to thank God for the blessings in
my life. Serving has strengthened my faith and my relationships. Serving has also taught me the importance of cheerful
giving to ensure that Wesley has the best chance of surviving, thriving, and continuing to do God’s work in the community and beyond.
I have learned from experience that when you serve others, it makes you happier yourself. And it makes God happy, too!

Blessings!
Chris Stroud
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Wesley Family Members Who Have Joined the Lord in Heaven
Al Wurz passed away at his home in Hideaway Beach on April 26.
Jane, Children, Grandchildren, and Rev. Daphne surrounded him with Love and Prayers.
Mrs. Al Wurz and Family
346 Seabreeze Drive
Marco Island, FL 34145
Jackie Hays passed on April 13.
Service in Indiana.
Bill Reynolds passed on March 29.
He was interred at Wesley Garden of Memories on April 23.
Cards may be sent to Nancy and Family at:
Mrs. William L Reynolds and Family
1681 Begonia Ct
Marco Island, FL 34145
Joy Hopkins passed on March14.
Don Hopkins passed on March 8.
Small service was held on Marco Island.
Another service was in Pennsylvania.

Janis Bosch passed on January 25 in Kansas.
Eric P. Bosch and Family
7612 N. Donnelly Ave
Kansas City, MO 64158
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Adult Sunday School
Our adult Sunday School has begun a new study of I & II Chronicles. Marty Roland will guide us
through discussions using the text “Genesis to Revelation, 1 & 2 Kings and 1 & 2 Chronicles” by
Charles R. Britt. Books are available for purchase during the Sunday School gathering for $15. As
always, don't let cost be a factor in you attending. Just say the word and we have you covered.
We will use the book and discussion to think about these questions•What does the passage say?
•What does the passage mean?
•How does the Scripture relate to my life?
•What influences do ancient customs, locations of places, and the meanings of words have on the meaning
of the passage.
If you have any questions, please email info@wesleymarco.org or call the church office at 239-394-3734.

VOLUNTEERS
NEEDED
During Worship Service
The Worship Team is looking for volunteers to
help with Greeting and serving Communion on
Sundays.
If you would like to volunteer, please contact
Chris Stroud at
305-479-3023 or
ChrisLStroud@gmail.com
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Are you feeling lost or overwhelmed after the death of a loved one? GriefShare’s 13-week
seminar series, support group, and workbook can help guide you through your grief journey,
providing comfort, encouragement, and practical advice from Christian counselors and people
like you, who are learning how to move forward. Find out more at www.griefshare.org.
Several GriefShare groups are starting this month: one that's meeting in person, and others that
are meeting online. Click on the links below for details, and to register for the one of your
choice:
• Mondays at 4:30 PM (at North Naples UMC), beginning May 2 https://www.griefshare.org/groups/148606
• Wednesdays at 7:00 PM (via Zoom), beginning May 4 https://www.griefshare.org/groups/148554
• Mondays at 6:30 PM (via Zoom), beginning May 9 https://www.griefshare.org/groups/148358
You’ll need a workbook, which costs $20. In-person groups provide one at your first meeting,
but online groups (hosted by churches farther away) suggest ordering a copy to be sent to you.
However, to make sure you have yours in time, you could simply pick one up from our supply,
right here at the Wesley church office. (Scholarships are available, as well.) If you get your
workbook from us, tell your group's facilitator when you register online.
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MAY BIRTHDAYS
05/01 Roger Parsons

05/15 Harold Milkey

05/04 Emily Orgass

05/18 Bob VanderZwart

05/05 William Dean
05/08 Vicki Pershing
05/10 Jill Matthews

05/20 Kim Heinemann
05/21 Hollie DAgata
05/21 Price Hurt

05/11 Julie Booth

05/24 Patricia Pollak

05/13 Russell Lord

05/25 Michael Erickson

05/14 Jim Turri
05/14 Donna Morscheiser

05/25 Jim Carney
05/28 Linda Wheeler

MAY ANNIVERSARIES
05/07 Bill and Juliette Flasche
05/30 Dan and Linda Johnson
05/24 Stefan and Susan Krasusky
05/24 Marty and Debbie Roddy
05/27 Jim and Monica Turri
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Monthly Giving Update: 2022
March 2022

Year-to-Date

$ 37, 728

$113,138

Actual Giving

$ 41,555

$154,293

WESLEYMARCO.ORG/GIVE

Budget

AmazonSmile
Thanks to customers who shop at AmazonSmile,
everyday purchases generated over
$200 million in donations to charities worldwide so far.
Track your AmazonSmile impact at any time.
Thanks for supporting Wesley United Methodist Church of Marco Island
and continuing to generate donations by shopping at smile.amazon.com.
or with the AmazonSmile app.
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Wesley UMC, Marco

JUNE WESLEY WAVE

LOVE God
LOVE People

Newsletter Deadline

Walk Together in
The Way of Jesus

● ALL entries must be SENT to the Church FIRST :
office@wesleymarco.org


We really do love to receive photos; however,

ALL PHOTOS MUST BE TITLED.
(Example: “ Youth Camp 2020” and not “0234.jpg”)
And please supply the “who, what, when, where, why
and/or how” of the photo; at least provide the name
of adults the photo, listed from left to right.
Note: we do not give names or information that
might compromise any minors.
● Limit your entries to under 200 words and
un-formatted.

Wesley United Methodist Church
350 S. Barfield Dr.
Marco Island, FL 34145
Wesley Church Office 239-394-3734
E-Mail: office@wesleymarco.org

● WAVE deadline for the June issue is:
Fourth Monday of May
(May 23)
 Please plan accordingly.
 THANK YOU and God bless.

Website: www.wesleymarco.org
FACEBOOK: WUMCMarco

WESLEY STAFF
Pastor……………………..…...Rev. Daphne Johnson
Office Manager………...……………..…..Nanette Moll
Financial Secretary ………...……..…..…... Gail Gates
Communications Director………..Joshua Baudin
Formation Director…………….......Joshua Baudin
Family Ministries Coordinator………...Becky Boyd
MMO Director ………………………….Claire Orgass
Custodian………………...……..………..Claire Orgass
Audio-Visual Technician. ..………..…….Matt Conley

Newsletter Editor—Kathleen Schneider
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